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March 

 
“But all Israel and Judah loved David; for it was he who marched out  

   and came in leading them.” — 1 Samuel 18:16 
 
“March”! It’s a month, it’s a command. There are many types of marching.   

Besides that which always seems to come with an invading army, there is leading a 
charge and leading a people. Sometimes those can be one and the same, but I think 
there is a subtle difference between them, and it is a difference we often forget. 
 

When one marches to lead a charge there is a forceful moving ahead, a flag and 
a cause and perhaps some torches and an energetic mob. The one who leads the march 
blazes a path through enemy territory and waves the others to follow behind.   

 
When one marches forth to lead a people, there is more a sense of the leader 

going ahead in order to create safe travel. And, after they have determined safety, the 
leader then goes back and walks with the people through the new path.  Both types of 
marching can be appropriate at different times. Both are Biblical, and we are called to 
do both. The challenge is knowing when to do which. 
 

Right now, there is a lot of call for a Charging March, as we hear the world  
crying out for justice. But, we can get so wrapped up in charging forth, that we forget 
a Leading March. We can end up leaving people behind, even in our quest to gather 
everyone together. The reality is that our world is entirely too complicated for there  
to only be one right way to do things. The truth is that Jesus marched both ways, and 
calls us to do the same, both Charging and Leading but always Marching. 
 

“We are dancing, singing, praying…We are marching in the light of God.” 
 

Blessings on the journey, 

         ~ Pastor Katie 
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 Partners in Faith 
 

 Matthew 17: Jesus replies to his disciples “if you have faith the size of a mustard 
 seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there’, and it will move;  
 and nothing will be impossible to you.” 
 

     As council president, I decided to sit down and write a letter for Shalom in an  
attempt to share what’s new with council and what’s on my mind, so please bear with me. 
 

     First, I am happy to announce that at a special Congregational meeting, Sunday,  
February 12, the congregation unanimously voted to approve replacing the Sanctuary  
roof using our Cornerstone line of credit. Raising the $29,000 will be challenging but  
I have every confidence if we are faithful in our giving it is not beyond our means. 
 

     Second, church council is taking a discerning look at a new structure for leadership.  
To help in this process we invited Laurene Bowers, Penn Central Conference Minister, 
and the congregation to take part in a conversation on January 18. We had good dialogue 
and two main themes stood out:   
 

 First, the need to move from a more business-like structure to a more  
spiritually founded purpose.   
 

 Second, to find a better fit for the size of Grace Church. Our constitution is  
modeled for a congregation of 100 or more regular attendees, while we have  
a weekly attendance of about 42. 
 

     Following input at the January 25 Council meeting, the Executive Committee  
presented a new leadership concept to Council February 15. We will be sharing the  
organizational design with the congregation at the March Lenten soup and bread  
gatherings following worship. 
 

     My spirit was genuinely moved by our Advent and Christmas services and music.  
Additionally, in these last several months I was very inspired by the openness of sharing 
our ‘pay-it-forward’ stories and look forward too many more stories and growing the 
number of hands and leaves on the tree in the Sanctuary. The generosity of the congrega-
tion for the "Big Hairy Audacious Gift" to help hungry children in our community was 
overwhelming. We still have some pledges coming in, a total will be announced soon.   
 

     I encourage you to attend one of the many book studies being offered, especially the 
new 9am Sunday morning study of the Bible. They are listed in the bulletin and weekly 
email Pastor Katie sends out. Personally, I have built some very meaningful relationships. 
This is just one of the many ways we can share our journeys of faith with each other.   
I believe God has a purpose for Grace Church and I pray that with God’s help, we will 
continue to grow and strengthen one another as we journey together. 
  

Matthew 5:14-16  You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  
No one after lighting a lamp puts it under a bushel basket, but on the lampstand,  
and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 

       Yours in Christ,   Karen Wentz 
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"Hope Upon Hope" 

Sets Next Meeting 
  

     The next gathering of Hope  
Upon Hope is Thursday, March 
16 at 7pm at Marilynn Miller’s 
home, 342 W. Cedar St., New 
Holland.  
 

     Hope Upon Hope is a  
mental wellness, friendship, 
and support group for members 
and friends attending Grace 
United Church of Christ. 

Book Groups Continue During Lent  
  

     Join us Sundays at 9am for an adult Sunday school class in Fellowship Hall in the 
"Discovering the Bible" study series from Genesis to Revelation, using the Kerygma 
Program for everyone from first-time to lifelong readers of the Scriptures. Contact  
Rick Chamberlin, Nick Santaniello, or Amy Southall if you have questions.  
 

     The Fruitville Pike Starbucks book group is discussing "99 Short Stories About 
God" by Joy Williams. All are welcome to join us Friday, March 3 at 10:30am.  
 

     On Monday, Feb. 27 and March 13 and 27 at 7pm, join us as we discuss "Banned 
Questions About Jesus". All are welcome at the home of Jim and Karen Wentz. Call  
or text (717) 468-9486 for more information. 

Lent Events From  

Congo Life Task Force 
 

     Congo Life Task Force is coordinating Soup and 
Bread luncheons during Lent after Sunday church 
service. We are asking people to volunteer to bring 
soup or bread. A sign up sheet is posted in the lobby; 
many have signed up but a few slots are still open.  
 

     Congo Life will be hosting movie nights every 
Friday starting March 3 through April 7 in Fellow-
ship Hall. Gather at 6:30pm; the movie begins at 
7pm. Invite your friends to join us. Congo Life Task 
Force will provide snacks and drinks along with a 
discussion following the movie. 

Tour Iran in Final Travelogue 
 

     Our  last travelogue program will take you to Iran with Nick and Lori Santaniello. 
All are welcome to join us Saturday, March 25 at 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall.  
 

     Our first stop is Tehran where we’ll visit the shrine of Emam Khomeini and the war 
graves at Behesht-e Zahra (similar to Arlington, Virginia). Next we’ll travel south to 
Kashan to see the best traditional houses in the country as well as beautiful gardens.  
Then we head into the mountains to a fascinating village, Abyaneh, which has remained 
intact from the ravages of time.  
 

     We journey on to Iran’s masterpiece, Esfahan, the jewel of ancient Persia. We’ll tour 
Emam Khomeini Square in which sits the majestic Emam Mosque. From there to Yazd, 
home of Zoroastrianism, and on to Shiraz. In Shiraz we’ll visit the grave of the great  
poet, Hafez. We take a side trip to the ancient ruins of Persepolis, a World Heritage 
site. Also on the trip is a stopover in the modern city of Dubai in the United Arab  
Emirates. In Dubai we’ll take the red bus tour to the major sites. In all the cities we  
visited ancient bazaars. Come along with us and bring a friend or two. 

 به اشتراک گذاری عشق استقبال از همه



4  

 

 

March 26, 2017 

 

Greeters —  

Herb McCollom, Sara Ulrich 
Ushers —  

*Don & Peggy Allan, Jeff Wolfe 

Lector — Karen Wentz 
Prayer Candle Lighter — Kay Charles 

Fellowship Hosts — Nick & Lori Santaniello 

Bulletin Volunteer 3/24 — Karen Wentz 
 

 
 
 
 

 

April 2, 2017 

 

Greeters —  

John Markley, Cathy Hainley 
Ushers —  

*Kellie Wilson, Jessie Dombach 

 & Verna Labrador 
Lector — Don Allan 

Liturgist — Holly Keller 

Communion Set-up/Clean-up —  
Christen Chew, Denise Pfeiffer 

Prayer Candle Lighter — Herb McCollom  
Fellowship Hosts —  

Heather Eshbach & Amy Southall 

Bulletin Volunteer 3/31 — Jessie Dombach 
Shalom Volunteer 3/31 — Ve Wolfe 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

March 5, 2017 

 

Greeters —  

Christen Chew, Ve Wolfe 
Ushers —  

*Jeff Wolfe, Nick Santaniello 

Lector — Tim Whitney 
Liturgist — Rick Chamberlin 

Communion Set-up/Clean-up —  

Tom & Marilynn Miller 
Prayer Candle Lighter — Jeff Dombach  

Fellowship Host — Sara Ulrich 
Bulletin Volunteer 3/3 — Ve Wolfe 

 

 
March 12, 2017 

 

Greeters (10am) —  

Verna Labrador, Jessie Dombach 
Ushers —  

*Jim & Karen Wentz, John Markley 

Lector — Peggy Allan 
Prayer Candle Lighter — Holly Keller 

Fellowship Hosts —  

Beth Bowers & Cathy Hainley 
Bulletin Volunteer 3/10 — Herb McCollom 

 
 
 

 
March 19, 2017 

 

Greeters (10am) —  

Don & Peggy Allan 
Ushers —  

*Kay Charles, Beth Bowers & Cathy Hainley 

Lector — Herb McCollom 
Prayer Candle Lighter — Sara Ulrich 

Fellowship Hosts —  
Jim & Karen Wentz 

Bulletin Volunteer 3/17 — Verna Labrador 

March 2017 Worship Participants 

       Please remember it is your responsibility to find a substitute or swap dates with another 
participant as needed, and then notify the church office of any changes. A complete list of 
worship volunteers -- to help you know who else has volunteered for each role -- is posted in 
the narthex and also available from the church office.  

* Denotes head usher 

A Note About Easter Flowers 
 
   Easter Flower Garden order 
forms will be in the bulletins  
in mid-March. Orders will be 
due Sunday, April 2. 
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     The riding mower was sitting out at the 
end of the driveway. Not an unusual sight 
in our neighborhood as winter sets in and 
folks make arrangements to have their 
mowers picked up for service. But the 
next day, the mower was still in the drive-
way; in fact, it was there for several days.  
Now, the service people are pretty relia-
ble, and the homeowner is NOT the kind 
of guy who’d let his mower out there for 
days. Turns out, our neighbor needed to 
go to the hospital, and his wife, who’s, to 
put it kindly, hard of hearing, never heard 
the mower folks knock or call. Apparent-
ly, she forgot where her husband had gone 
and probably forgot to eat and take her 
medicine, becoming progressively  
confused. Neighbors knocked at the door, 
but she never heard it, and when someone 
finally was able to get a house key, she 
ended up in the hospital as well.   
 

     Our neighborhood is cordial, but we 
don’t tend to do a lot of visiting back and 
forth. We all care about our more elderly 
neighbors, but don’t really have a formal 
routine for checking on them. This event 
made us realize we need to take a more 
active role, since these folks are pretty 
committed to staying in their homes for  
as long as possible. Truth be told, so do 
Roger and I; after all, we’ve spent years 
making it just right. So maybe like us, you 
need to start thinking about strategies for 
staying home safely.   
 

     Maybe you’ll need to make a few 
changes, like installing ramps or replacing 
doorknobs with easy to use handles. Have 
you been thinking about renovating your 
bathroom? It may be a good idea to  
consider swapping your tub for a walk-in 
shower. Whether you have a tub or  
shower, grab bars are a good idea.   
 
 

     Is your home cluttered, or is it easy to 
get around? Could you maneuver a walker 
or wheelchair through the home? Is your 
home a two-story? If it gets difficult to do 
stairs, you might consider a stair chair, or 
even an escalator. Alternatively, is there a 
downstairs bathroom that has or could be 
equipped with a shower, and a room that 
could be used as a bedroom?   
 

     Good nutrition is essential for staying 
healthy, and many people who live alone 
find it hard to cook for one. Meals on 
Wheels delivers nutritious meals. We’ve 
all seen the “I’ve fallen and I can’t get up” 
commercials. Would an alert device make 
you feel safer? Do you carry a cell phone 
so you can call 911 if you need assis-
tance? And speaking of phones, if you 
have difficulty hearing the phone ring, 
maybe you need one with a light to signal 
incoming calls and messages.  
 

     There are adaptive devices to help with 
household chores and personal care, but 
there may be a time when you need a little 
help. There are agencies that can assist 
with shopping, cleaning and hygiene. The 
Office of Aging can suggest resources.   
 

     If you live alone, think about calling a 
friend, neighbor, or relative each day to 
check in.  If you’re comfortable with it, 
give someone a key or tell them if you 
have a key hidden outside. In our neigh-
bor’s case, police were reticent to enter 
the home; it may be worthwhile to check 
with your local constabulary to see if they 
need permission to enter your home if 
there are concerns regarding your welfare. 
Perhaps at some point, though, it will be 
time to leave your home and consider 
long term care. More on that next month. 
 
[Contact Dr. Trudie c/o graceucc@comcast.net]. 

Parish and Community Health Resources 

Ask Dr. Trudi: “ Home Sweet Home” 
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Grace is Giving 
 

     Our February Joyful Noise 
offering raised $56.10 for  
VisionCorps (formerly the 
Blind Association). Their  
mission is to empower people 
with vision loss to attain inde-
pendence. VisionCorps is also 
March’s Joyful Noise  
recipient. 
 

     In March we’re collecting 
lotion and underwear for the 
Lancaster County Council of 
Churches. Gifts may be placed 
at the communion table. 

Together We Change Lives! 
 

     Come to a fun fundraiser Saturday, 
April 1 at 6pm in Fellowship Hall to 
raise money for Connection Ubuntu’s 
computer lab for people in Nyamira 
County, Kenya.  
 

     The event features a 50/50 raffle, 
silent auction, and local artists who are donating 25 percent of their sales to Connection 
Ubuntu. Delicious food is available from Isabelle Cuisine, who are donating 30 percent  
of their sales. Come enjoy live music by Fierce, eat some great food, take home some 
beautiful artwork and win a prize! 
 

     Only about two percent of rural Kenyans have ever touched a computer. At a cost  
of $18,000, the lab will help promote education and employment for sustainable  
development. For details about how computer labs change lives, visit our website, 
www.ConnectionUbuntu.org. Please join us to raise funds for this life-changing project. 
We can’t do this without you; thank you for your support. Share with others; bring friends! 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You 
 

     Thank you to Jim Wentz for all his efforts in expediting the contract with George 
Grove to re-roof the sanctuary, following the congregation's vote to proceed. Jim  
secured an updated estimate of $28,928, got George Grove to postpone an initial  
deposit, and delivered the signed contract.  
 

     We also wish to thank Karen Wentz for making arrangements for a group from  
Grace to attend the Feb. 14 performance of "Jesus Christ Superstar" at the Dutch  
Apple dinner theater.  

Get Your Little Shepherds Collection Box 
 
     Help the Little Shepherds  
raise money for Heifer  
International by giving $1.00  
for each book they read  
during Lent. The funds will  
be used to buy chickens. 
 

     As a bonus to help you  
remember, you get a one-of- 
a-kind, custom-decorated box 
in which to put your dollars 
(see photo, right). The boxes  
will be collected Sunday,  
April 9. Talk with Verna Labrador  
if you need a donation box. 

http://www.lancasterfierce.com
http://www.ConnectionUbuntu.org
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Let’s Go to the Beach! 
 

Save the Date - Cape May Get-a-Way 
Friday, May 5 - Monday, May 8, 2017 

 

     Come enjoy a relaxing weekend away for 
$125.00 per person. More details to follow. 
Sign-up in the lobby to reserve your room.  
 

     See you at the shore! 

“One Great Hour of Sharing” Helps  

People Around the World 
 

     Your gift to One Great Hour of Sharing special  
mission offering helps people and communities affected 
by disaster, poverty and disease (including AIDS) 
around the world. Swaziland has the world’s highest 
HIV prevalence rate at 26% among people aged 15-49 
years old, and an estimated HIV incidence rate of 3%, 
meaning that of every 100 HIV negative persons in 
Swaziland, 3 will become infected with HIV every year.  
 

     One Great Hour of Sharing supports partners in 
countries with ministries that fund health, education and 
agricultural development, emergency relief, refugee 
ministries and both international and domestic disaster 
response. 
 

     The offering will be received on Sunday, March 26. 
Look for envelopes in the bulletins.  

Welcoming All 
Sharing Love 

Proclaiming God’s Grace 

1947 New Holland Pike  Lancaster, PA 17601 

(717) 397-1012 
www.gracechurchlancaster.org 
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http://www.ucc.org/oghs_hiv_aids
http://onegreathourofsharing.org/

